
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Donor, 

Thank you again for your generous support of the Foundation for Ohio River Education (FORE). Your gift ensures FORE continues to 

empower communities in preserving the cultural, ecological, and economic value of our shared waterways throughout the Ohio 

River Basin. Through our hands-on programs that immerse people in river science and water quality activities, your support helps 

shape the next generation of environmental leaders.  

Your generosity has made a profound impact this year! You helped spark curiosity about the wonders of our watershed, highlight 

the vital resources our waterways provide, and use scientific data to address common misconceptions about the water quality of the 

Ohio River. Together, we brought interactive river science demonstrations, water quality testing, educator training, community 

exhibits, and real-world STEM exploration to thousands of students and families throughout the Ohio River Valley. We reached more 

than 47,000 individuals across six states through our River REACH floating classroom, River Watchers citizen-science program, Life 

Below the Waterline freshwater mobile aquarium, and Ohio River Sweep litter cleanup effort. Many of the school communities we 

served rank higher than 50 percent on the free and reduced lunch scale and would not have had access to these advanced science 

and stewardship opportunities without donor support. Because of you, students tested water quality, analyzed real data, removed 

litter, learned their individual impacts on the watershed, and developed research-based projects proposing science-based solutions.  

Like many agencies across the country, FORE is at a critical financial threshold in an increasingly competitive funding landscape. 

Funding opportunities for environmental education are extremely limited amid widespread national cutbacks that threaten access to 

science-based learning. Teachers and community partners report urgently needing supplemental science opportunities aligned with 

state standards, and many rely on FORE programming. We cannot meet this growing demand or sustain our high-quality interactive 

STEM experiences alone. Your continued support can prevent program cutbacks, expand our reach in 2026, and ensure students 

gain the experiential learning and career exploration opportunities they need to become our region’s future problem-solvers.  

As we look ahead, we believe the health of our region depends on cultivating the next generation of environmental leaders and 

stewards, and that is exactly what your support makes possible. By renewing your commitment and standing with us as a River 

Champion in 2026, you help ensure this essential work continues and our Basin’s future remains strong. Together, we can protect 

our drinking water and public health, safeguard the natural wonders of our watershed, and empower the next generation to care for 

the vital resources of our unique river system. We accept donations online via our website, by ACH transfer, or by mailing a check to 

the Foundation for Ohio River Education (FORE), c/o the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), 5735 Kellogg 

Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45230. You can also complete and return the enclosed pre-paid postage commitment card. 

 

With heartfelt gratitude, 

Annette Shumard 

 

Executive Director & Board President 
Foundation for Ohio River Education (FORE) 
513-833-1376 | ashumard@orsanco.org 
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